First ballot in 1992 race:
Nancy Betkowski 16,393
Ralph Klein 16,392

Rick Orman 7,649

Doug Main 5,053

John Oldring 2,798
Lloyd Quantz 1,488
Ruben Nelson 1,250
Elaine McCoy 1,115

Dave King 587
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Klein has
hit the
old pros

EDMONTON

Ralph Klein sounds as if he’s been
it by a steamroller carrying the old
Tory establishment. He's right.

The crew behind Nancy Betkowski
:has proved much tougher than any-
:body dreamed. In 1985, many of -
‘these people made a serious mistake.
named Don Getty. They're deter-
‘mined not, to have one called Ralph .
;. Betkowski's key backers are un-
mistakably the old Peter Lougheed
crowd. The connection is clearest, ob-
vieusly, with the ex-premier’s two
sons, who campaign for her vigorous-
1% And it spreads far wider than
that.

'Ex-Treasurer Lou Hyndman
stands out in every Betkowski crowd,
an orange scarf draped around his
‘neck. 8o does Education Minister
Jim Dinning, who used to be Hynd-
‘mMan’s executive assistant - as was
Betkowski. '

Then there’s Ron Liepert,
Lougheed’s former news secretary
and later a staffer at the govern-
ment’s Los Angeles office.

Last Thursday, Liepert was up on
a chair in a Betkowski hospitality

‘suite, shouting at penple to hit the

phones after the first ballot.

ddenly,

Susan Green, Betkowski’s cam-
_paign manager, was for years one of
the government'’s brightest civil ser-
vants. Also active is Margaret Bate-
‘man, former head of the public af-
fairs bureau, a shrewd backroom op-
erator. o . '
- Klein has some good peaple; no-
-tably Rod Love. He's a pretty fair
.politician himself. - :
*  But he has bumped with a thud
intothe real pros — the ones who
' were winning the biggest majorities -
’in Canada while Klein was still do-
ing TV reports. . _ '
-~ Dne example shows the difference.
,Klein now tés a%at. he didn’t work
‘hard enough in Cs , and e:
seially in h.li}';own i a:ry - i
:. . But the Betkowslki people bur-
‘rowed inte-Calgary Elbow, because
-they know that nothing is more de-
moralizing than thumping an oppo-
Yent on hiz own turf. They stunned
Klein by doubling hie vote.
. Klein, mean’wiile, didn’t make a
"dent in Edmonton, Betkowski beat

“him by a huge margin in her own

riding, Glenora. -

. .. You could see'the.siqk realization

on Klein's face ag be stood on the
.stage at Max Bell Centre last Satur-
‘day. And you could hesr it in his . -
“voicé Monday as he flailed away at
-Bektowaki and the “establishment.”
+. Klein has his own establishment,
-of course, but it’s largely the one that
.came to influence under Getty. Peo-
ple like Economic Development Mix-
igter Peter Elzinga, Agriculture Min-
ister Ernie Isley, and more than 20
" Most of Betkowski’s péople believe
- Getty has been a disaster. They
‘yearn for the good old days of the
Lougheed government, when the
boss was really in charge, everyone
worked hard, and people still felt
good about the provinee.

The other candidates began flow-
.ing like a river toward her Monday,
‘because they know very well what's

going on.

Klein has done very wel), consid-

ering the forees ranged against him.

'His popularity is remarkable, and he
has been dignified in the face of =
nasty personal attacks.

But all of a sudden, he looks like

an amateur.



