Ronald Liepert

You can let your mind wander,
Providing you don't follow it.
Pet Peeve - His changing voice
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Religion Environment the next target
for United Church moderator

A8 The Edmonton Journal, Saturday, July 6, 1991
= TR et e - LT 1, T

WENDY COX
The Canadian Press

Toronto

Rev. Walter Farquharson’s smile
is slightly strained as he explains,
yet again, how the United Church
is faring in the aftermath of the
storm over homosexual ordination.

“The United Church has gone
through some very difficult times
and it's forced congregations to
look very closely at who they are,”
said Farquharson, who is halfway
through his two-year term as lead-
er of Canada’s largest Protestant
denomination.

“Sometimes congregations have
shrunk a bit, but also, some are ex-
periencing growth. Some parishio-
ners are coming into the United
Church who admire the church's
willingness to take on difficult
issues.”

Farquharson, 54, was elected

moderator at last year’s General
Council meeting, partly because of
his ability to smooth the angry di-

- visions that erupted over the issue
of homosexual ordination.

In 1988, the church accepted a
policy recognizing the rights of all
people, regardless of sexual
orientation, to be eligible to be-
come ministers.

That statement was reaffirmed
last year, but not before entire
congregations left the church.

Farquharson said the debate
made many members stop and
think.

“We had to really deal with
some feelings and emotions and
attitudes that we didn’t like to
admit we had. Many of us had to
come to terms with real fears.”

Now Farquharson — who com-
mutes each month from his home
and parishes in Saskatchewan to
M office in Toronto — wants

the 829,000-member church to get
on with other issues.

The one closest to his heart is
raising awareness of the environ-
ment. :

Raised on a seed farm near
Rosetown, Sask., Farquharson said
he remembers taking long walks in
the fields with his father, a man he
Says was an environmentalist long
}))iafore the term became fashiona-

e.

Rev. Walter Farquharsor! :

“There was a real sense that the
earth is never ours. We look after
it for the next generation.”

Farquharson, one of six children,
said he originally wanted to go
into horticulture.

But as a young teen, small town
boredom sent him to the local
United Church for church-spon-
sored events with other youths.

After graduation, Farquharson
spent a summer working at a local
church before deciding to go into
the seminary at the University of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, where
he graduated with a doctorate in
divinity.

But after a year of working as an
assistant minister in a church in
Edinburgh, Scotland, he and his
wife Joan, a registered nurse,
came home. /

In 1961, the couple and the first
of their four children settled in
rural Saskatchewan near the Man-
itoba border, where Farquharson
has ministered to three area
churches ever since. He also spent
14 years as a teacher in the local
high school.

Farquharson, well-known for the
more than 100 hymns he has writ-
ten for the church, went on to
serve as president of the Saskat-
chewan division before becoming
moderator last year. :



