ic image and
ate life, who better to
3 . about that politician
rom ﬁiﬁn_dividual who has worked

, the departing politician is
eter Lougheed and the staff
1o may be looking for a job in
future is his press secretary,

five years in the premier's
what does Liepert, biased by his
, have tosay?

|

ected from a man who has spent so
ich time with a masterly persuader.
to be taken with a grain
arly the bit about the

"“And it’s not out of fear,” he says.

“It’s because he manages to pull the guy
from'the remotest point of the province,

who may appear to most people he's
contrilinting nothing, and make him feel
like s a vital part of the caucus.

82 [1pif few people have.”

- |

lat with man who’s seen the.
lighter side of Lousheed B

~ “When the out-of-province media

would fly in for their one-day report on |

the Alberta election, they’d come into
Edmonton and ask the so-called authori

tative legislative reporters where should |

we go to get the typical story on Alberta,
they’d be told to go'to St. Paul: The Con-

“You learn those leadership qualities
from him. It rubs off.”

In his mid-thirties, Liepert also attrib-

utes some of his own casual manner to
his background. He’s a Saskatchewan.
farm kid, and he realized early in the
game that association with power and
powerful people is fleeting. ‘“November
2nd of 1982 wasn’t that long ago and if
you (the government) don’t continue to
maintain the trust people put in you,
Nov. 2 1986 is not that far off.”
* It was Lougheed the individual who
convinced Liepert of the virtues of the
Conservative Paity, he says, despite a
family background of NDP sympathy.

“The more I got to know the man the
more I liked him and the more you get
attracted to the party.”

- “What I found in him is not found in
many other people.” -

“He’s strong in his will and his desire |

mor.
- Oh, really does, Liepert insists, |
zs Dot a stand-up comic, but some of |
h:n@ he says just crack you up, he

caring for people. I sat
) 2 lot of caucus meetings and in P
ozen people concerned about the little
uy. one of them is'Lougheed.”
- Liepert wears his heart on his sleeve
or his boss, he’s friendly and down-to-
arth. It says something for the man
10 hired him and taught him.

and he has definite goals in mind. He’s
bold. If it’s the right decision, he’ll stick
to it. He’s not a waverer.”

“I believe we see too many people in
political life waver with polls, with what-
ever the media has to say on any particu-
lar day.”

Lougheed may not waver with the
media but he has paid a great deal of

| attention to it during his years as pre-
. mier, trying to communicate the think-
.ing behind the policies, Liepert sa;s.

“Most people would be surprised at the
number of media interviews he does
grant, and how many people he does see
in a media group.”

In spite of being a former television
reporter, Liepert feels the built-in alien-
ation apparent in some sectors of the
media is unwarranted. He says it was

. especially evident during the boom

Joanne
Helimer

Of The Herald A

oAl

T probably wouldn’t trade the past
We years for virtually anything,”” he
ays. “It was a tremendous learning
Xperience.” i
That's not only because of the satisfac-
on he got from the job, or the exposure
) the people making the decisions, but
50 because “I couldn’t have gone to
hool and learned the things I've
armed in five years. It’s the basic
ings you learn, the human things.”
Says Liepert: Lougheed has an excep
mal talent for dealing with people,
his ability to get

Anning, organizing,
= most out of people and make them
-] hlge what they’re contributing is the
st important. “That’s why he’s got
Siremendous caueus loyalty,

years when reporters fresh out of uni-
versity decided they would come West
and make a name for themselves by
turning this government upside down.
They had a lot to learn, he says, because
the only way you make a name for your-
self is by establishing a rapport with
people. 4

“There’s probably within the media
too much of a herd instinct to follow what
the other media thinks about the guy. It
leads me to believe one of the problems
with the media is they don’t travel the
province enough.” There’s too much
reliance on what the next guy has writ-
ten, he says.

Perhaps to deter the thought Lough-
eed is simply another defensive ml
cian, Liepert gives an example fron#®e
last provincial election campaign, It was
rumored, he says, the NDP had a tre-
mendous chance of winning the constitu-
ency of St. Paul.

servatives could get beat in St. Paul.
They’d go out to St. Paul and talk to the
same group of people that everybody
talks to and go out and write the same
thing.

“We (Lougheed and group) went to a |
noon-hour luncheon speech in St. Paul.
There were over 1,000 people there -

Friendly, warm response. We walkec

out £ there and knew St, Paul was ot a ¢ 8¢

| problem.”
1 . Comenow, Loug heed has had some

gﬁry gentle press in his years as pre:

Yes, he returns, but a lot of that has
“beenworked on. ‘‘He’s tried very hard te
make people understand his views.” |

_ would venture to say, he adds, there is n¢
other premier in Canada who has spent
more time in the course of a year in
meetings with people in the media.

“It’s one thing to have a news confer-
ence and parade your stuff in front of the
media and appear to be accessible but I
think it’s just as important to sit down
for an hour an a half and have a lunch
with somel R T :

That has been interpreted as manipu-
lation of the media-but Liepert counters
that as well.

“I believe the person he’s talking to

i has a mind of their own. If they think
what he’s saying is not right, they still
write whatever they want to write. . . But

RON LIEPERT

bects,, the new premie;

as challenging and exc
So far only one thing is seftied: His si
year-old'son starts playing hockey th
fall and daddy is going to see a lot |
sunrises on his way to-the ice arena.

you've at Jeast had the opportunity to get'
inside his head a little bit and do it in a'
way that you'll rem
“year or so and not rely:
interpretion of what th
Exampie: “That was o
| we worked very hard at
successful with during
constitutional situati
Canadian media. We
ings with editorial boards,
senior writers. By the time i
over, other than a few wh
obviously strident in their
weren’t going to change,
: away very impressedl and s;

So at least you had a fair interpre
tion of both sides. And that’s all we ¢
ever ask for.” g 5
The Eastern Canadian media some-
times worked inadvertently for the
party, he says (with just a hint of glee).t
Any time they knocked the Alberta gov-:
ernment it produced an opposite reac-"
tion among Albertans. et i B
“There’s nothing that would help us as®
a political party more than to have the:
CBC come flying in and do a national® "
program on what a rotten government:
this is. You can just see that Albertans’
get the hair up on their back and they-
come out fightin’.” 2 SRYE



