" By Bob Bragg R
(Herald Emontonbureav) - :
EDMON‘I’ON The federal bud-
get's energy. program is “nothing
more or less'than a takeover” 'of
‘Albenta’s oil and gas, says Provin-
cial Treasurer Lou Hyndmcn. :
-Both Hymdman and Energy Minis- -
‘ter Merv Leitch. xeucted strongly
the budget in a Tuesday

ews conference.

~ Alttiough they réfused to go into
many details both-ministers at-_
4 g 2 as o o S e tacked the budget's imposition”of a:
= S : SHeE : t(n:onnatumlgasandthoumlater-
g 5 =5 - al setting of oil price increases:
- . Leitch said the tox on nutuxal
gas, while' bt simply on export tax,
represents a wéllheud $ex which the
province has ‘consistently resisted
cs an intrusion on provincial rights.

- -And Hyndnmn said that the oil
| price schedule, along with the tax
-on gas, moves decision making on
nutuxcl resources, which Albertans
ovm, from Alberta to Oncwc perma-
nently :
: “When you .peel away all the

A\ : CP‘"'" flowery language it was as objec-
Flnance MmlsferAllanMacEachen E'n gyM fer. Marc Lalonde and Trudeau enrer Com mmo tionable, if niot more so, than our
b i ©. .worst fears,” he added.

- - Leitch attacked the: pxoposed onl
pnce increases because they are
below- the rate of mﬂahonioxthe.
first two years and is “saying to
Klbertems that they will have to sell .
theo:lctlessthunhdhwvduefor
a xmmber of years,” 3
" He added that he was “not very
impressed” with long term oil price
Incrous¢ projections whicH mmauid

compensate for the mitxal low in-+
cxeusesoiSldollaxahunalcvexy A
; sn:monthsforiheﬁmtmyemof
. ‘the federal program...
The provincial: Cons rvcnve

it’s a fakeover

‘caucus meets tomght to discuss the -

budget and Premier Petenlaughaed' '
kas scheduled a provinceé-wide'tele- -
vised statement on the' budget 'l'hur-

sdcy evening. -



