Grits.

“I certainly didn’t expect this big a win,” said an ecstatic Hanson,
who received about 2,500 more votes than closest rival, ND MLA

John McInnis.

Hanson, 65, has an impressive resume of community service.

Voters in Edmonton-Highlands-Beverly pushed Alice Hanson into
the winner'’s circle last night after throwing their weight behind the |

Ti

She has been a former chairman of the Edmonton Board of Health Alice Hanson
and involved in a number of 5ocial projects. The founder of the Boyle Street Co-op, Hanson
has also been executive director of the Boyle MecCauley Health Centre.

Hanson gave credit for the sweep to her 200 volunteers, who pounded the pavement in
the riding, a melting pot of ethnic backgrounds and diverse income levels,

Retiring New Democrat house leader Pam Barrett represented the area until last night.

Neck and neck with McInnis for most of th

close third.

MecInnis, 42, was parachuted into the ridi

in the riding of Edmonton-Mayfield.

The ND party’s environment critic, McInnis
McEachern, who also lost his seat last night.

e race was Tory Ron Liepert, who came in a

ng after losing to fellow MLA Alex McEachern

shared the loser’s crying towel with

Social Credit candidate Tim Friesen and Natural Law representative Cliff Kinzel trailed

in the polls.

Highlands-Beverly

] Liberal Alice
Hanson easily
won in Edmon-
— ton Highlands-
— Beverly, ending
two terms of ‘
New Democrat representation.

“Great, it’s just great,” Hanson
said as her supporters cheered at
her campaign office.

Hanson collected 5,033 votes,
compared with 2,922 for the New
Democrats. Tory candidate Ron
Liepert had 2,805 votes.

Hanson credited her campaign
workers and volunteers.

In a speech, she gave special
thanks to volunteers who formerly
backed New Democrats and Tories.

“They did take a risk and they
were a big part of this campaign”
she said.

The 65-year-old relied on a long
association with the riding.

The riding was seen as a possible
candidate for a Liberal break-
through after popular New Demo-
crat MLA Pam Barrett retired af-
ter representing the constituency
for two terms.

Mclnnis, the New Democrats’ en-
vironment critic, took over from
Barrett after he lost his bid for the
party nomination in the newly
formed Mayfield riding. His Jasper
Place riding was eliminated when
the riding boundaries were
changed.

Hanson also likely got a boost
because neither McInnis, 42, nor
Liepert, live in the riding. But her
victory was tempered by the fact
the Liberals are in opposition.

McInnis said he still hopes to
move to Highland-Beverly and con-
tinue to serve the community.

He also said voters were tricked
by the Liberals claim that they
could form the government.

Liepert, 43, ex-director of Alber-
ta’s trade office in Los Angeles,
said that although the Liberals
“cleaned up” in Edmonton, “the
good part is we have a conservative
majority government.”
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